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H. M. DESARDA

An Alternative Lifestyle
for Nonviolent
World Order

The vicious grip of greed, and profit motive have trampled basic moral and
ethical considerations. Indeed, it has turned society into a monstrous mall,
where the scenario of 'shop till you drop' rules the roost. The supra consumer
society, propelled by automation, automobile and high-tech, robotics etc. is
telling heavily upon human health, happiness and harmony with nature.

T he increase in global consumption in
recent decades is unprecedented in
human history. The multi-fold
increase, geographically as well as across the
income strata, is most skewed. Indeed, there
is a new breed of consumerist culture as
reflected in automation, gadgetry and all that
goes by the name of modernity, progress and
development. This led to tremendous
throughput of material and energy resources.
The pattern of urbanisation and
industrialisation pursued in the West and
which the ruling elite in the Third World are
apingis highly resource-squandering.

Both in terms of source as well as sink the
limits are over-stepped. In view of its adverse
impact on and implications for human health
and happiness this trend is not at all
desirable. Not only has it alienated human
beings from Nature but it has also led to a

deep divide between fellow human beings
and to discord between different groups,
communities and societies. The process of
mass production is such that it has destroyed
the sense of creativity and community. All in
all, there is excessive over-use of resources
and tremendous waste.

The arrogance to control and conquer
Nature for trivial creature comforts and
senseless consumerism has done great harm
to the web of life and link between all living
creatures. Indisputably, the misapplication
and misuse of science and technology is
reallyaseriousissue.

The growth-mania and craze for
unbridled consumption has threatened the
security of the planet and people. The
ecological toll of the undifferentiated and
undirected growth has become most
burdensome. The rate at which the
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The arrogance to control and conquer
nature for trivial creature comforts and
senseless consumerism has done great
harm to the web of life and link
between all living creatures.
Indisputably, the misapplication and
misuse of science and technology is
really a serious issue.

resources are declining and ecological
degradation is taking place is most alarming.
Availability not only of the non-renewable
resources - like minerals and fossil-fuels - but
even the renewable resources are depleting
both in quality and quantity. Indeed, the way
in which the precious life-support system is
jeopardised has compelled all thinking
people to reflect on the resource-
squandering lifestyles adopted in the
'developed' industrial societies and by the
elite in newly industrialising or developing
countries. In sum, it is not at all equitable and
sustainable.

The root cause of the present ecological
threat is the path and pattern of
industrialisation and dominant model of
development thatis pursued as the desirable
development ideology the world over. The
emphasis on globalisation has abated and
accentuated this mad race for growth.
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The visionaries, philosophers, and saints
all over the world have warned us about the
dangers of excessive obsession with
materialism which harms nature and is
antithetical to the welfare of a large majority
of human beings. Mahatma Gandhi foresaw
this crisis and warned the world in his
seminal essay 'Hind Swaraj' (Indian Home
Rule) in 1909, when the world was under the
euphoria of technological advent. It was the
most apt and accurate critique of the
industrial society, which was on anvil as a
dominant development ideology then. In
unequivocal terms he called it Satanic
Civilization. In the past century the world has
witnessed the manifestation of Satan. The
creed and greed of consumerism has pushed
the world to the brink of disaster. 'The Limits
to Growth' proposition which was debunked
as a doomsday forecast is now reluctantly
accepted as a reality. Gandhi was neither a
professional economist nor ecologist but he
had the insight to see the crisis. He pleaded
for reducing the wants voluntarily. In this
new millennium his proposition — 'The Earth
has enough for everyone's needs but not for
anybody's greed' should be the guiding
motto to usher in a sustainable, humane and
enlightened global social order.

The current growth trajectory and the
treadmill of production squarely depend on
the market, particularly the consumers. So
long as there is demand, albeit artificially
propelled by all kinds of advertisement, we
cannot bring about a decisive change in this.
In fact, it is not a case of consumer choice but
a choice-paralysis! The cardinal principle of
consumer sovereignty is ruthlessly flouted by
the powerful industrial and business lobby.
The vicious grip of greed, and profit motive
have trampled basic moral and ethical
considerations. Indeed, it has turned society
into a monstrous mall, where the scenario of
'shop till you drop' rules the roost. The supra
consumer society, propelled by automation,
automobile and high-tech, robotics etc. is
telling heavily upon human health,
happiness and harmony with nature.




It is very gratifying that people in the
developed industrial countries are fast
realising the cost and consequences of
consumerist trap and striving to adopt simple
lifestyles. In the transition to sustainable
development the place and importance of
industrial transformation is most crucial and
strategic. The consumers can and should play
apivotal rolein this.

In fact, it is high time to launch a global
consumer movement as a countervailing
movement to promote equitable and
sustainable development. In this the life and
message of Gandhi can show us the pathway
both as a practical guide and philosophy of
greater common good. The moral is : Let us
live simply sothat others may simply live!

The author is Professor of Economics and former
Member, State Planning Board, Maharashtra State
Government. He is an exponent of Gandhian
thoughts.
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Sprinkles Water on
Decaying Plants

Apropos to the special edition of
'Anuvrat' May-June 2022 I have to say that
this edition covers almost all dimensions of
human life to be followed. It sometimes
touches even unseen fields and draws the
attention of the readers concerned.
Moreover the editorial of this special edition
guides the reader to become more practical
in his life, to spare time to talk with
oneselves. One must have longing for
hearing the inner voice of one's conscience.
Article by Kusum Agrawal gently reveals the
way to prohibition by observing even slicing
fasting and vrat.

S. Bhagyam Sharma's article on silence
smoothly penetrates into the mind of a
reader. Though keeping mum over issues is
not an easy affair yet by regular exercise in
this direction, one can bring positive
outcome. We can sometimes use silence as a
weapon.

Dr. Krishna Kr. Rattu has focused
brilliantly on the ongoing issues of
intemperance in the field of journalism.
Reading articles on different temperaments
is proving thought provoking. It inculcates
the way of life, the style of life that must be
cool and calm. Really this special edition
sprinkles water on the decaying plants.

All articles somehow advocate the
ideology of peace and tranquility a man
needs. Story Panchwin Beti and short story
Mere Hisse Me Maa Aayi, attract readers
easily. Pictorial presentation by Manoj
Trivedi, art and creativity by Ashutosh Roy,
Layout by Manish Soni are very very decent
and modest. Efforts made by editor/ co
editor are praiseworthy sans whom the
magazine wouldn't have been in this
collectible shape. Altogether this special
edition of ANUVRAT is archiving. I do wish for
its sustainability till the existence of this
universe.

-Rajesh Pathak, Giridih
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VAGC
AkashGanga’

Integrity at work ——
ISO 9001:2008 Certified Company

AKASH GANGA COURIER LIMITED

Corporate office : 807, Block-k2, Behind Maruti Showroom,
Near Maruti Workshop, Vasant Kunj Road, Mahipalpur,
New Delhi-110037 E-mail : delhi@akashganga.info
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