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SORIN STRATILAT

Education for
Peace and Mutual
Understanding

We need peace, but unfortunately we are surrounded by war. Though it looks like a special
time, it is not so. We long for peace in the third millennium and to me it appears that the
third millennium will raise our hopes for peace. In every school we have to have clubs,

youth associations for international friendship.

R esearches being carried out in the
field of “peace education” discover
different aspects of comparative
education. During the period of my research
for 12 years in the United States when |
worked as a movie director and assistant
professor for audio-visual department in
"Columbia University New York", and U.S.C.-
Los Angeles, | got interested in peacemakers
ofthe world.

The country of my origin is Romania and
after 1989 when the communism collapsed,
we organized an international club, a
movement for international friendship.
Countrywide activities were launched.

In schools the club is trying to train and
help children and young people to deal
constructively with questions of war and
peace. As part of the work, a number of
experts with special interest and competence
in areas related to peace education are
interviewed. The keywords are : citizenship,
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education, conflict resolution,
environmental issues, global approach,
justice, peace education, public issues,
religion, appreciation of values. What is
peace education? How can we educate our
students to become participators in a
programme to transform the world to be a
justand peaceful place?

| have been involved in developing
educational materials and service
programmes as well as educational
programmes including adult education or
non-formal education. In my opinion even an
attitude against drugs is an attempt to
promote peace for lucidity and balanced
minds. | think | would be satisfied with the
term peace education as long as it is defined
to agree with Pope Paul VIwhenin his speech
to Romanian people, during his visit in
Romania (May 1999), said: "there can be no
peace without justice. So, | believe justice is
constitutive of peace".




In India there is a great awareness
about peace and nonviolence.
Mahatma Gandhi lived in this country
and played an important role in
winning freedom for it. In his concept
of peace AHIMSA is the focal point.
Some steps and measures have to be
taken regarding schools' contribution to
training children in ahimsa. First of all,
children should learn what peace
means, what peace is, what peace
stands for.

We need peace, but unfortunately we
are surrounded by war. Though it looks like
a special time, it is not so. We long for peace
in the third millennium and to me it appears
that the third millennium will raise our hopes
for peace. In every school we have to have
clubs, youth associations for international
friendship. [ think that there are alot of things
that can be done to help the teachers and the
students to make this movement more
effective. But it is necessary that peace
education should also deal with our internal
problemsi.e. conflicts in our homes. So far as
our schools are concerned, we have usually
geared this work to suit the world outside. So
we have to do a new orientation for this kind
of ahimsa education. To my mind we should

also develop such things as training teachers
how to teach young people to overcome
stereotypes. How should we develop their
critical thinking and such skills as care,
responsibility, conflict resolution? These are
absolutely necessary for a broad idea of
education for peace.

The younger pupils are simply not able to
understand parts of the relevant content.
Not only the content but also the methods
should be adapted to the capabilities of their
agelevels.

One aspect of peace education that
should be developed early is the
multicultural approach. As | have already
said, most of our communities are
multicultural communities. First of all
children have to know about their own
traditions. They have to know about their
own peculiarities. And then they have to
know that there are other people living next
to them who are also similar to them in many
respects, but who have their own distinct
traditions and peculiarities which need to be
studied. Even they could be dealt with at the
elementary school level using songs and dolls
in different costumes as the starting-point
foradiscussion.

War is a crime. In many countries,
questions related to disarmament and peace
are highly controversial. In India there is a
great awareness about peace and
nonviolence. Mahatma Gandhi lived in this
country and played an important role in
winning freedom for it. In his concept of
peace AHIMSA is the focal point. Some steps
and measures have to be taken regarding
schools' contribution to training children in
ahimsa. First of all, children should learn
what peace means, what peace is, what
peace stands for. Ininformal education which
begins at home, where the individuals have
the first socialization, parents are duty bound
to pay attention to the values of peace and
the ways of peace and nonviolence which
can beinculcated intheir children in a natural
way. In formal school education, every
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student must have an opportunity for peace
education. We have to let teachers and
parents know why peace education is
necessary. They need to be oriented toward
this particular area. It's a new word; many
people don't understand why it is so vital. We
also have to realize that violence can be of
various types-overt, covert, subtle, passive -
and we have to learn to perceive them since
peace as "nowar" is too simplistican idea.

A country may not be at war butif there is
injustice, there is poverty or economic
discrimination or inequity, can we say that it
is a peaceful country?

The ways of conflict resolution are
important. The students should also make
observations about violence in their own
community : Do you have slum areas, a trashy
street? Do you see violence between parents
in your house? Do you see violence in the
shops and commercial areas? Do you see
violence in the neighbourhood?

If you want to find out whatviolence is, as
a student, you must go out in the real world
and find out what violence is, what your
solutions are? Peace education is especially
important in our time, when we see how we
have been hit by violence.

We have even made violence a part of
our entertainment, part of our leisure time
hobbies. For example, look at some films,
there may be 250 incidents of violence in a
film of two and half hours - unbelievable! TV-
programs are often full of violence. To my
mind “disarmament education” is a part of
peace education or global education - one of
the most important parts. Education for
international understanding is also a part of
peace education or global education. If we
encounter difficulties while dealing with
parents, we have to convince them of the
need of peace education through a dialogue
on account of the changes in society.
Sometimes ethnic problems crop up. We
have problems with our national subgroups,
problems of psychological, economic and
social character. As educators we still have
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Peace education must concern itself with
the issues of equality and mutuality. The
right to participate in decisions which affect
our lives is constitutive of justice. It needs
to deal with environmental viability.
Dealing creatively or nonviolently with
conflict is also an important element of
peace education.

not done what we can to help resolve these
problems.

One of the points in this way is to raise
the general cultural level, because they may
know the risks of this or not be culturally
prepared for it, so it becomes just superficial
knowledge, but not a clear attitude.
Sometimes we are at war with ourselves. We
neglect our irresponsibility. How can we ask
others to solve our own problems? We need
to fight our irresponsibility to build a new
consciousness. The increasing cooperation
among educators from different countries at
international levelsisimportant.

Peace education must concernitself with
the issues of equality and mutuality. The
right to participate in decisions which affect
our lives is constitutive of justice. It needs to
deal with environmental viability. Dealing
creatively or nonviolently with conflict is also
an important element of peace education.
Conflict has always been a part of life, but
what is important is that we see it positively
and to see it as something that can be dealt
with nonviolently. So | see all of those areas
as components constitutive of peace
education.

Another aspect such as skills, values and
preparedness for action would also be a part
of peace education. We must focus on
developing values, skills and attitudes while
evolving a conceptual framework. | think
intellectual content, discussions, dialogues
and the concerns of the day should be made
part of the peace curriculum.




Education is not complete without a
spiritual and moral component. We cannot
be considered fully educated unless we learn
to be morally good and responsible citizens in
acommunity.

Our values and dignity as human beings
flow from our individual human spirits which
we have received from God. Our spirits
(souls) relate us directly to God and to all
other human beings. These relationships
form the basis of our own self-respect and
the respect we must give other people. Any
educational process will remain incomplete
without this spirituals and moral component.

AHIMSA means "Love" in the St. Paul way
also. But AHIMSA includes the whole creation
-notonly humans. Itis a positive state of love.

One starting point is the simple
observation that more often than not
emotions rule responses to an act of violence
as if the sense was obvious. At first, it looks
meaningless and unwise. On the other hand,
the search for truth requires that a distinction
be made between the "sign" registered by an
external commentator and the "signified" for
the actor involved in the event. In the first
position, the work of understanding the act is
tied to a duty towards the nation. In the
second one, it relies on the interpretation of
the actor's speech in the subject of instituted
human groups. We believe that the difficulty
in finding the truth does not necessarily
condemn one toinaction. The key-words are :
institutional violence, organisational
violence, epistemic violence. Sometimes, we

Education is not complete without a spiritual
and moral component. We cannot be
considered fully educated unless we learn to
be morally good and responsible citizens in a
community. Our values and dignity as human
beings flow from our individual human spirits
which we have received from God. Our
spirits (souls) relate us directly to God and to
all other human beings.

Given the right kind of teachers, our children
will be taught the dignity of labour and will
be made to learn to regard it as an integral
part and a means of their intellectual growth.
The basic education is meant to transform
school children into models of excellence.

see a movie about a war but it fails to convey
the message of peace.

On the other hand, | think many times
schools reflect the image of community.
Thereis probably a great variety.

The latest literature | have read indicates
that the generalized actions of 5-6 years old
children shooting each other with toy guns or
with their fingers has much more to do with
their quest for a sense of empowerment in a
world dominated by adults and older
children as it does with anything else, and so
I'm not very sure whether the aggressive
behaviour is only a natural part of
development. On the other hand, the
commercialization of war, as seen in toys and
media, has glorified violence. We do try to
protect our children from certain forms of
media. | think that the core issues of peace
studies can be dealt with in some way at most
ages. Our students can learn core skills of
conflict and conflict resolution at almost
any age.

By education I mean an all-round drawing
out of the best in the child and man - body,
mind and spirit. Every handicraft has to be
taught not merely mechanically as is done
today but scientifically, the child should know
the why and the wherefore of every process.

Given the right kind of teachers, our
children will be taught the dignity of labour
and will be made to learn to regard it as an
integral part and a means of their intellectual
growth. The basic education is meant to
transform school children into models of
excellence.

The autheris a researcher and nonviolent activist.

8, He works at the National Library of Education,
Bucharest, Romania.
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AkashGanga’

Integrity at work ——
ISO 9001:2008 Certified Company

AKASH GANGA COURIER LIMITED

Corporate office : 807, Block-k2, Behind Maruti Showroom,
Near Maruti Workshop, Vasant Kunj Road, Mahipalpur,
New Delhi-110037 E-mail : delhi@akashganga.info
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