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Prof.N.Radhakrishnan

Human Survival and the
Need to Foster Eco-centric
Spirituality — A Gandhian
Perspective

It is not fashionable now to discuss and share experiences and practices on Ahimsa or
Nonviolence as a positive philosophical or spiritual frame of reference, and action strategy
to minimize and ultimately root out violence in various forms from our daily life.
Spirituality is viewed as otherworldly and violence as a fact of life while nonviolence is

considered as a desirable objective but difficult to achieve.

M an always lived in harmony with
Nature and what sustained him in all

the crisis he faced in his profound,
courageous and determined march towards
unravelling the mysteries of various kinds is
his respect for all forms of life around him.
What had guided him in this long, very often
distressing and disappointing and at the
same time lively search for identity, is the
realization of how everything in nature is
dependent on one another. This is the core of
the ancient wisdom.

Unprincipled Exploitation of Nature

It was Socrates who defined Wisdom as
“Knowing that you do not know”. The
emerging present-day realities perhaps defy
even a wise man like Socrates. As humanity
cruised towards the twenty-first century with
the vain hope of a world without war and
boundaries, and statesmen, scientists, social
activists, religious leaders and others
reiterate from various world forums their
commitment to the ushering in of a just and
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peaceful world order, the one thought that
troubles the minds of sensitive souls who
have no stake in any of these high-profile
declamations is how wise are we in believing
that the web of a soulless consumerist and
materialistic culture with all temptations it
offersisa dependable and durable shield for
humanity from exploitation and injustice of
all varieties?

Ninetieth Century and Twentieth
Century witnessed feverish and almost
unprincipled appropriation of nature's
wealth for enhancing the material comfort
and wealth of humankind. Like theives,
humankind continues to plunder nature's
wealth disregarding all warnings.

Our continued neglect of ecological aspects
disturbed most of the environmentalists all
over the world and the Greens in Germany
inspired by Gandhi under Petra Kelly spared
no efforts to highlight the danger this planet
faces from the unprincipled use of what
nature keeps like a treasure for all her




The ozone depletion, acid rain, and
global warming are all related to
human-generated emission in to the
atmosphere. The dilemma of
development has been that the very
means by which it is achieved —namely
industrialization has destroyed the
natural resources which it is based.”

children from all times to come. Petra Kelly
wrote, “As human beings, we have exploited
and controlled our environment. We have
treated this environment like a river, with a
seemingly endless supply of pure water. Only
now it is beginning to dawn on us that the
planets environment circulates in a close
system, and that what we add toit, stays with
us. The ozone depletion, acid rain, and global
warming are all related to human-generated
emission in to the atmosphere. The dilemma
of development has been that the very
means by which it is achieved — namely
industrialization has destroyed the natural
resources whichitis based.”

Ahimsa or Nonviolence as Spiritual
Frame of Reference

It is not fashionable now to discuss and
share experiences and practices on Ahimsa
or Nonviolence as a positive philosophical or

spiritual frame of reference, and action
strategy to minimize and ultimately root out
violence in various forms from our daily life.
Spirituality is viewed as otherworldly and
violence as a fact of life while nonviolence is
considered as a desirable objective but
difficult to achieve.

While Gandhi, one of the outstanding
proponents and champions of alternative
lifestyle, used nonviolence as a technique
and a way of life to cleanse individuals and
social and political systems and prepare to
ground for a new global social order with
local community as the base and individual
human being as center place, his efforts alas
after his death is fast degenerating into a
highly pernicious system where in even those
who were in the front line of his nonviolent
army succumbed to the temptations of
power and epicureanism to which in turn,
make India one of the most violent countries
of the World, raising also the question where
is Gandhiin India today.

In fact the whole world is in turmoil
today. Violence has gripped us all. At the
global level, we are dissipating our energies
in hot and cold wars, in trade wars and
information wars while at the national level
we are torn by ethnic, religious and political
conflicts, and at the individual level, we have
now practically lost much of the individuality
and autonomy. We flow with the current to
play safe to begin with, and end up in margin
inthe crowd and losing our identities.

Inspite of its failure in the land of Gandhi
inthe recent decades, 'Ahimsa' appears to be
only remedy to cure the ills of humanity
today. Itis now being widely recognized even
by those who continue to do violence to win
the race. Violence has been used to curb
violence ever since man emerged from
animal stage of evolution, but without any
success. Humanity could survive this
inherent violence only because of the
counter balancing nonviolence.

Great epic leaders of past such as Ram,
Krishna, and historical leaders such as
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‘Ahimsa’ appears to be only remedy to cure the ills of humanity today. It is
now being widely recognized even by those who continue to do violence to
win the race. Violence has been used to curb violence ever since man
emerged from animal stage of evolution, but without any success.
Humanity could survive this inherent violence only because of the counter

balancing nonviolence.

Budhha, Mahavira, Ashoka, Christ, Zoroster,
Mohammed and Gandhi, spiritual masters
like Acharya Tulsi, Acharya Mahapragya and
Dalai Lama tried to strengthen nonviolence
asameanstosubdueviolence and therebyto
create a nonviolent (Ahimsatmak) social
order. They kept torch burning and
enlightened humanity but could not
eliminate the darkness forever.

The centaury that we have left behind,
namely the 20th century, by and large, has
been essentially a period of science and
technology. No doubt, Science and
technology have helped humanity to combat
effectively some of the most dreaded
diseases and enhance the quality of human
life. It has also at the same time sharpened
unfortunately, the violent nature latent in
human beings, as reflected in the
development of weapons of mass
destruction and spreading of violent
tendencies on a global scale. Students of
history describe the 20th century as the most
violent century in the known history of
humanity.

This century also witnessed a decline in
some of the cherished institutions which
humanity developed with considerable
passion and hope over the centuries,
particularly the religions. Religions have
ceased to be the focal points of
transformations and there has been
undoubtedly a contemporary decay in so far
as the reach and import of the message
enshrinedin thereligious precepts.
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Spirituality, which was misunderstood
earlier to be a kind of journey in mysticism or
such exercise of ascetic and mendicants and
such people who were exploring the
mysteries of human life, has also ceased to
be of any interest to contemporary men and
women, who are caught up in a mad pursuit
of comforts. They are all enticed by market
economy, talk about global village, cosmic
order and such other endearing formulations
which go by the new culture which is being
assiduously sought. The surprising, perhaps,
alarming, fact is that nobody knows where
he or she is heading to. This situation
reinforces the urgent need to discover the
springs of spirituality in each person.

In a cultural milieu where man has been
reduced to the status of a commodity whose
worth is assessed on the basis of his/her
purchasing power or bank balance, any
consideration about spirituality, its role in
shaping the destiny of every human being,
nay, humanity, at large will only invite
derisive response. On the contrary,
optimistists who had vision and whose ability
to see through the womb of time have never
been dissuaded from looking ahead and
unraveling the mysteries of the mind of
human beings where dwell springs of
spiritualism. Spirituality in the simplest term
is just the natural light in every person which
enables him or her to steer clear of the
internal darkness. To feel to see and to bath
in the ever-inspiring well of spiritualism one
should have a certain kind of inspired and




heightened consciousness.

Need to Foster the Inner and Outer
Dialogue

While science and technology have
given us tremendous material advancement,
the problem remains as to where humanity is
heading for. What is happening to the
individual, to the inner dialogue, the
perpetual debate between the inner and
outer dialogue, the inner man and outer
man, the inner woman and the outer woman,
the inner human being and the outer human
being ? The manner in which things are
happening — earthquakes, floods and
droughts, changes in the troposhere,
atmosphere and i other areas, force us to ask
few questions. Questions, which are
disturbing, those which we don't want to ask,
and are afraid of asking where do we go from
here ? What is in store for humanity ? We
hear people talking about the role of religion,
particularly those who call themselves
intellectuals, who take pride in asserting that
religion is dead, that it has no role in present
day society which is essentially based on
science and technology. The world is proud
of its IT acheivements but what about this
world itself ? Let us not be fooled into
believing that IT is going to solve all our
problems.

Oneness of the Living Being and its
Environment

When do we realize the oneness of the
Living Being and its Environment ? Unless
and until we move away from our obsession
with material growth and restructure our
priorities on the basis of basic moral
considerations all our talks, all the
international agreements and covenants
would remain as scraps of paper exchanged
between suave diplomats. Environmental
conservation has to become a central issue
concerning the very survival of not only
human race but the entire universe itself.

Is there anything more frightening than
to be told that the earth's forest covers are
fast disappearing, the blue waters of the
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Violence has been used to curb violence
ever since man emerged from animal
stage of evolution, but without any
success. Humanity could survive this
inherent violence only because of the
counter balancing nonviolence.
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oceans that surround the earth are getting
more and more polluted thereby the marine
products which cater more than a half of
humanity's food requirements are either
getting repleted or threatened, earth's
canopy, namely the sky is developing holes
which would increase several folds the
temperature of the earth ? To put more
fright we are now told that there are signs of
ice melting in the polar regions which would
eventually increase the level of seas which in
turn would spell disaster of an unimaginable
scale. The tragedy is, still the humanity, is
unmoved and unconcerned,
notwithstanding the much-hyped Earth
Summits and other international gatherings
on Sustainable Development. While
whatever is happening to highlight the
danger looming large on humanity is to be
appreciated, they suffer from a basic lacuna:
they highlight only the material and physical
aspects while the spiritual relationship of all
creations and their organic relationship with
Nature are either ignored or side-tracked.
People are to be encouraged to take
environmental issues as their personal
concern. In order to drive home the
importance of our common future, all efforts
are to be harmonized keeping in view of the
holistic nature of the problem. The spiritual
and cultural aspects of survival cannot be
under-estimated or ignored in the din of
economic progress and what is highlighted
now,'sustainability.’

The author is the Chairman of Indian Council for
Gandhian Studies and the Managing Trustee of
Gandhi Peace Mission. He has been closely
associated with Anuvrat Movement and its non-
violence training programmes.
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